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OPINION 1214
CHLOROPHISCARINATUSANDERSSON,1901 GIVEN

CONDITIONALPRECEDENCEOVERPHILOTHAMNUS
NIGROFASCIATUSBUCHUOLZ& PETERS, 1875

(REPTILIA, SERPENTES)

RULING. —(1) Under the plenary powers it is hereby ruled

that the specific name carinatus Andersson, 1901, as published in

the binomen Chlorophis carinatus, is to be given nomenclatural

precedence over the specific name nigrofasciatus Buchholz &
Peters, 1875, as published in the binomen Philothamnus
nigrofasciatus, by any zoologist who considers those two names to

be synonyms.

(2) The specific name carinatus Andersson, 1901, as published

in the binomen Chlorophis carinatus, is hereby placed on the

Official List of Specific Names in Zoology with the NameNumber
2804 and with an endorsement that it is to be given nomenclatural
precedence over the specific name nigrofasciatus Buchholz &
Peters, 1875, as published in the binomen Philothamnus
nigrofasciatus , by any zoologist who considers those two names to

be synonyms.

(3) The specific name nigrofasciatus Buchholz & Peters, 1875,

as published in the binomen Philothamnus nigrofasciatus , is hereby
placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology with the

Name Number 2805 and with an endorsement that it is not to be

given priority over the specific name carinatus Andersson, 1901, as

published in the binomen Chlorophis carinatus, by any zoologist

who considers those two names to be synonyms.

HISTORYOFTHECASEZ.N.(S.)2174
An application for the grant of nomenclatural precedence to

Chlorophis carinatus Andersson, 1901 over Philothamnus
nigrofasciatus Buchholz & Peters, 1875 was first received from Mr
Barry Hughes {University of Ghana) on 22 June 1976. It was sent to

the printer on 25 October 1976 and published on 31 March 1977 in

Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 33, pp. 248-249. Public notice of the possible

use of the plenary powers in the case was given in the same part of

the Bulletin as well as to eight general periodicals and one specialist

periodical.

No comments were received.

DECISION OFTHECOMMISSION
On29 June 1981 the members of the Commission were invited

to vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (1981)10 for

or against the proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 33, pp. 248-
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249. At the close of the voting period on 29 September 1 981 the state

of the voting was as follows:

Affirmative Votes —eighteen (18) received in the following

order: Melville, Holthuis. Alvarado, Halvorsen. Mroczkowski.
Yokes, Tortonese, Kraus, Willink, Hahn, Cogger, Habe, Brinck,

Binder, Bayer, Corliss, Nye, Welch
Negative Votes —Ride. Heppell, Bernardi.

Sabrosky abstained. A late affirmative vote was received from
Lehtinen. Trjapitzin was on leave of absence. No votes were
received from Dupuis and Starobogatov.

The following comments were sent in by members of the

Commission with their voting papers:

Ride: 'I see no case for the retention of P. nigrofasciatiis

Buchholz & Peters. 1875. as an available name over which C
carinatus Andersson. 1901 has precedence. Article 79b concerns
cases in which suppression is applied for. If a name is an unused
name falling within the intention of Article 23a-b. unless an
exceptional case is made for its continued availability for synonymy
but with modified precedence, it should either be suppressed or

brought into use. I vote for its outright suppression.'

Bernardi: "Serpents sans importance medicale, je prefere

appliquer la Loi de Priorite."

ORIGINAL REFERENCES
The following are the original references for the names placed

on an Official List by the ruling given in the present Opinion:
carinatus, Chlorophis, Andersson, 1901, Bih. k. svensk. Vet.-Akad.

Handi, vol. 27. pt 5. p.

9

nigrofasciatus, Philothamnus, Buchholz & Peters. 1875, Monatsber.
Akad. Wiss. Berlin, pp. 199-200.

CERTIFICATE
I hereby certify that the votes cast on V. P. (81)10 were cast as

set out above, that the proposal contained in that voting paper has

been duly adopted under the plenary powers, and that the decision

so taken, being the decision of the International Commission on
Zoological Nomenclature, is truly recorded in the present Opinion
No. 1214.

R.V. MELVILLE
Secretary

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature
London

9 December 1981


